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This Amendment is filed in response to the Non-Final Office Action of February 
18, 2010. Reconsideration of the subject application as amended herein is respectfully 
requested. Claims 1 -6, 1 2-1 3, 1 5-28, 30-32, 34-39 and 41 -46 are pending. Claims 1 , 
12, 23, 28 and 41-44 are currently amended. Claims 1,12, 23, 28 and 44 are 
independent claims. 

Briefly, the present invention pertains to personal video recorders (PVRs) that 
receive and, optionally, store a video program. More particularly, the invention pertains 
to a digital video recorder that optionally generates a command to a video cassette 
recorder connected to the digital video recorder to allow analog recordation of the 
program. The command is generated in response to an input from a user. A digitizing 
device is provided which intercepts this command and then, as a video content is being 
delivered to the video cassette recorder as an analog video signal, the video signal is 
intercepted by a digitizing device. The digitizing device then renders the analog signal 
into a corresponding digital video signal and optionally, stores it. The digital video 
signal can be recorded to a DVD or CD disc, shared with others using a network, etc. 
Because the digitizing device intercepts the command from the digital video recorder, 
the whole operation can be performed automatically. Similarly, when the program is 
completed, the recording of the digital signal is stopped. 

In summary, the present invention contains three components: a digital video 
recorder, an analog video recorder (VCR) and a digitizer. These three components 
cooperate to perform the functionality just described. 
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I. Miscellaneous 

The Office Action of February 18, 2010 takes issue with the use of the language 
"configured to" in claim 44. Applicants are amending claim 44 to remove this language 
consistent with the Office Action. 

II. Claim Rejections -35 USC § 112 

Claim 43 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph. Claim 43 
depends upon claim 8, which is cancelled. Applicants are amending claim 43 to depend 
on claim 18. 

III. Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 12-13, 15-22, 28, 36-39 and 43 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) 
as being anticipated by U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0250291 to Rao et 
al. (hereafter "Rao"). Rao does not anticipate any of these claims because Rao does 
not include the element of intercepting an analog signal. 

All of claims 12-13, 15-22, 28, 36-39 and 43 include a limitation directed to 
intercepting the analog signal from the digital video recorder. According to the Random 
House Unabridged Dictionary, Second Edition, "intercepting" is defined as follows. 
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)ri*ter*C8pt (v. in 'tor sept/; n. in^tar sept^) f y.t 1. to 
take, seize, or halt (someone or something on the way 
from one place to another); cut off from an intended des- 
tination: to intercept a messenger. 2. to see or overhear 
(a message, transmission, etc., meant for another); We 
intercepted the enemy % battle plan. 3* to stop or check, 
(passage, travel, etc.): to intercept the traitor's escape. 4. 
Sports, to take possession of (a hall or puck) during an 
a ttempted pass by an opposing team, 5. to stop or inter- 
rupt the course, progress, or transmission of/ 6. to de 
stroy or disperse (enemy aircraft or a missile or missiles) 
in the air on the way to a target, 7. to stop the natural 
course of (light, water, etc..)- 8. Math, to mark off or in- 
clude, as between two points or lines. 9. to intersect. 

10. Obs. to prevent or cut off the operation or effect of. 

11. Gb&. to cut off from access, sight, etc, — n> 12* an 
interception.. 13. Math, a. an intercepted segment of a 
line, fo. (in a coordinate system) the distance from the 
origin to the point at which a curve or line intersects an 
axis, [1535-45; < L intercepting ptp. of inter cipcre, equiv, 
to inter- inteb- *f -cep~ (comb* form of cap~ } s. of capere 
to take) -f -tus ptp, suffix; cf. incipient j — in'ter^cep^* 

Accordingly, intercepting requires reception, etc. by a device to which the signal 
was not sent. In the present invention, the digital video recorder includes a record to 
DVR feature. The digital video recorder is sending an analog signal to the DVR. The 
receiver then intercepts this signal. 

Rao does not teach intercepting. Instead, Rao teaches encoding PVR (personal 
video recorder) content on a portable device. Specifically, the signal in Rao is never 
intercepted. The signal always propagates to its intended destination. Paragraph 21 of 
Rao is illustrative for this point. 
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[0021] There are several mechanisms for transferring 
media content between the two devices* e.g., the PVR and 
the recording station (noting that the recording station can be 
part of the PMCD, as describe- d in conjunction with FIG* 1). 
A user can initiate a transfer of a specific program between 
iIk P\ N a to tic !co-t'dn\e '--Lit on ;i " piton nKchanisoito 
After this, transfer is initiated, the PVR cart start playing, (or 
transmitting content) and the recording station can start 
^ooxlmt; content The eomrvl U annU K u>cJ to s\oJmv 
mze the transfer from the PVR with the encoding on the 
recording station . Alternatively, there can be a "sync mecha- 
nism' 5 where an external event automatically triggers the 
transfer to the recording station Another example is when a 
handheld device itself serves as the recording station. In one 
or more embodiments of the invention, PMCD 150 cm be 
a handheld device. As an example of the sync mechanism, 
whenever the handheld device is connected to the PVR, it 
may automatically nigger transfer of content from the PVR 
to the handheld device (which is acting as the recording 
staJion). The handheld device can check for any new content 
that has appeared on the PVR S and transfer each new show 
individually. 

Both the "push mechanism" and the "sync mechanism" identified in paragraph 21 
involve sending the signal from the PVR to the recording station. In neither scenario is 
the signal or program being intercepted. Accordingly, Rao does not include the 
intercepting limitation of claims 12-13, 15-22, 28, 36-39 and 43 and Rao does not 
anticipate these claims. 



IV. Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 1 03 

Claims 1-6, 23-27, 30-32, 34-35, 41-42 and 44-46 stand rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103. For the reasons discussed below, these claims are patentable over the 
cited references. 
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A. Lim in view of Rao 

Claims 1-6, 23-27 and 44-46 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0126986 to Lim et al. 
(hereafter "Lim") in view of Rao. All of claims 1-6, 23-27 and 44-46 require the element 
of intercepting. As discussed in detail above, Rao does not teach intercepting. 
Accordingly, claims 1-6, 23-27 and 44-46 are not taught by the combination of Lim and 
Rao. 

Additionally, Lim teaches a method and apparatus for copying a program 
recorded on a DVR to an analog VCR. The method of Lim is very similar to the "Save 
to VCR" method described in paragraph 3 of the background section of the present 
application. As described in the background section and in Lim, "Save to VCR" is a 
process in which a DVR outputs an analog signal of a program to a VCR so that an 
analog copy of the signal can be recorded. The present invention, as claimed, provides 
an improvement over the prior art, including Lim because the invention includes a 
digitizer or step of converting the analog output to a digital recording. 

B. Rao in view of Kimball 

Claims 30-32, 34-35 and 41-42 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rao in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0055012 
to Kimball et al. (hereafter "Kimball"). All of claims 30-32, 34-35 and 41-42 require the 
element of intercepting. As discussed in detail above, Rao does not teach intercepting. 
Accordingly, claims 30-32, 34-35 and 41-42 are not taught by the combination of Rao 
and Kimball. 
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V. Conclusion 

All of the pending claims include an element directed to "intercepting." As 
discussed above, none of the cited references disclose this element. Accordingly, 
applicants respectfully request early and favorable examination. 

Along with this Amendment, a Petition for a 3-month extension of time is being 
filed. If any additional fee is required, authorization is hereby given to charge the 
amount of any such fee to the Deposit Account No. 07-1730, Docket No. 4630-005. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Gottlieb, Rackman & Reisman 

/Joshua R. Matthews/ 

Joshua R. Matthews 
Attorney for applicant 
Reg. No. 64,304 

Dated: August 18, 2010 
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